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HOPES DIM 
WITH SEOUL DR 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


Seoul — Australia’s 
World Cup hopes have 
taken another blow with 
the scoreless draw ag- a 


tensest, 


total of five cautions, 


ainst South Korea. three by, the Australians 
Wilson, Kosmina and 
Having now lost five Abonyi. 


points in as many games 
we are now in a delicate 
state where the _ slightest 
mishap will put paid to our 
chances, ‘ 

Indeed, everything must 
now go our way for Aust- 
ralia to reach next year's 
finals. 

The draw caused. little 
joy. for either the Korean 
or the Australian camps. 

Both teams left the stad- 
jum gloomily with. a. sense 
of frustrated hope. 

If it is not possible to 
claim that Australia, played 
well at least it is pleasing 
to report that they fought 
splendidly. 

Of ail our World Cup 


COLIN BENNETT 


At times the field looked 
like a ten pin bowling alley 
with players caught in pos- 
session paying the price for 
their hesitancy. 

For the whole of 


WORLD CUP 
SCHEDULE 


Highlights of the Hong 
Kong y. Australia World Cup 
match can be seen this Sun- 
day night at 10.00 p.m. on 


the ABC. the 


The squares show the home and away 
results of matches played so far and the dates 
of the games yet to come. 

2 < 

2.) 8 . | 2 

Fe ° 2 ° 

s/g12;)2 12 

2 = = g a 

AUSTRALIA i ed ees irae pete 
HONG Kons = ft 
H 
IRAN ye 
AIT 4 
KUW. A 
SOUTH KOREA 


WORLD CUP ASIAN- 
OCEANIA ZONE 


PW 
SOUTH KOREA 5 2 
IRAN 3 2 
AUSTRALIA 5 2 

$ KUWAIT 352 
HONG KONG 4 0 


PRPPLPPPIDILP IPOD DID 


games so far this was the 
most desperate af- 
fair with a multitude of 
fouls from both sides and 


ninety minutes the Soccer- have a new man in charge, 
oos stood their ground weil 
and stayed in the game. 

But once again we did 
not play really well, even 
if there was considerable 
improvement on our poor 
Kuwait display. 

Coach Jim Shoulder, for- 
ever ‘the loyal public de- 
fender of his team, said he 
was. pleased with the dis- 
cipline of his players. 

He even thinks that our 
chances of reaching the 
final 16 are still fair. 

He said that even with 
hindsight he would not 
Select a different squad if 
he could start all over 
again. 

“We gave away the four 
points at home not because 
we had the wrong players, 
but because they did’ not 


has to be decided later. 


and { am prepared for that. 


do what was asked of 
them,” he said. 
Forever the pleasant, PETER WILSON 


smiling man Shoulder is 
clearly prepared to swim or 
sink with his choices. 

“I don’t know what hap- 
pens to me if we fail to 
qualify. 

“My contract with the 
ASF runs until November 
78, but they may prefer to 


“Don’t forget that when 
I was appointed I was not 
the most popular man in 
the world, but for me the 
main thing is to know that 
{ have done my best.” 

Shoulder said.:he would 
not decide on his team 


“This is something that pethaps Saturday morning. 


“I am aware that coaches likely that he will retain 
are judged by their results Peter Stone, George Harris, 


: chances to win comfortably 


T7 


Argentina’78 


against Hong Kong until 


game, the crowd's reaction 
was one of placed resigna- 
tion, 

They must begin to feel 
that no matter what they 
do they just don’t seem able 
to beat the Socceroos. 


However, it is quite 


Atti Abonyi and perhaps 
even young Gary Marocchi. 

As for the much criticised 
Peter Ollerton, Shoulder is 
adamant about his value to 
the team. 

“At least he is on the 
spot to threaten the goal 
even if he doesn’t take his 
chances, 

“I could name several 
other strikers who don’t 
even achieve that much.” 

If the Australian camp 
is somewhat gloomy after 
the draw, the Koreans are 
even more disappointed, 

They had numerous 


and then had to be content 
with yet another draw, un- 
able to beat us once in 10 


games, 

Perhaps the most sym- JOHN KOSMINA 
bolic expression of the 

Korean attitude was the And therein lies some 


polite applause the Soccer- 
oos received as their bus 
was leaving the stadium. 
In 1969 the team had to 
be smuggled out by riot 
police, yet last Sunday, 
after a much more physical 


measure of consolation for 
us as we brace ourselves 
for the game on Sunday in 
Hong Kong against a team 
most anxious to save Ori- 
ental face after a string of 
defeats. 


LET'S SET NEW COURSE 


FOR AUSTRALIAN SOCC 


If the ASF is serious about setting a new course for Australia’s interna- 
tional team, it must establish a technical committee without much delay. 


In this they should invite soccer experts — NOT 
just administrators — of different backgrounds and 
origins. 

Let’s have a Les Scheinflug, Rale Rasic, Edmund 
Kreft, Cedo Cirkovic, Joe Marston, Gerry Chaldi, 
Mike Johnson and others like them ‘form a working 
group and debate, for weeks if necessary, just where 
is our soccer going wrong so consistently. 

Tragically, but conclusively, the powerful English 
influence on our soccer has led to bankruptcy. 

If we are to move ahead again, this stranglehold 
on the Australian game must be broken. 

Let’s face it; even England is beginning to 
realise that their methods are outdated, their results 
catastrophic, 

The country that has given so much to world 
soccer is undergoing a cataclysmic period. 

What! is wrong with Australia’s soccer is not just 
an Eric Worthington, a Jimmy Shoulder, a Mike 
Laing, the distorted views of English pressmen, minor 
coaches and officials — but the collective influence 
they are asserting on the game, possibly subconsciously. 

It’s quite astonishing that generations of players 
grow old without Australia being able to produce one 
single player with the skill level of an ordinary, 
despised Irani, Kuwaiti or South Korean. 

This is a terrible indictment of our coaches and 
coaching systems, especially at junior level where 


kids are encouraged to bulldoze their way through 
the field without ever learning how to tame a ball. 

Soccer is a game of skills and this aspect has 
been long neglected by English coaches — as well as 
Australians who merely ape them. 

A Wolverhampton, Fulham or Birmingham plays 
exactly the same way as does Australia — kicking 
and smashing the ball through the 90 minutes. 

This is no longer enough, Let’s rid our game 
of the robust morons and let’s unearth youngsters who 
have a natural flair for the game. 

Let’s rebuild our teams —- club and national — 
with youngsters or men who really PLAY this game 
instead of battling their way through it. 

Let’s engage coaches who can do the job of 
teaching skills, not just running laps around the oval. 

In other words, let’s have a proper soccer revolu- 
tion in this country. 

Tt’s sickening to see that every European, Asian 
or South American team that comes here is full of 
players whose basic skill level is light years ahead 
of ours. 

It’s nothing short of idiotic to stick fo the ‘old 
ways’ and keep following the discredited English 
school which has led us into a blind alley. 

For a change, let's learn from those who have 
mastered soccer, not those whe have forgotten it. 

— A. Detire 
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SOCCER WORLD 


~ "+ October 28, 1977 


RESULTS OF 


c 1976 1976 M4 
BULGARIA 1976 2-0 1977 11 
isn a 1977 30% 1977 1-4 
1973 02 INDIA JAPAN 
CAM 1938 53 1956 20 
1965 BODIA 0-0 1938 44 1968 2.2 
: 1938 14 1968 3-1 
1938 5-4 1968 1-3 
CANADA : 1938 31 1969 3-1* 
toa aa 1956 24 1969 1-1" 
isa 4 1956 17 KUWAIT 
ve 14 INDONESIA 1977 1-22 
1924 10 1967 20 
1967 31 MALAYSIA 
CHILE 1972 41 1965 10 
1974 ogre 1973 21% 1965 30 
1973 6-0* 1967 10 
EAST GERMANY ve ty (i967 40 
1974 0-2* 
IRAN MEXICO 
ENGLAND 32-1970 03 
1937 (Amateurs) 5-4 es pee 
1937 (Amateurs) 0-4 pe oi NATIONALIST 
1937 (Amateurs) 43 CHINA 
FI IRAQ 1965 344 
1973 31* = 1977 3.0" 
aoa. 7 1973 0-07 1977 2-1* 
GREE 
1969 ce 19 © ISRAEL NEW ZEALAND 
1969 2-2 1969 0-1¥ 1922 13. 
1969 0-2 1969 1-17 1922 14 
1970 3-1 1970 10 1922 13 
1971 2-2 1923 23 
HONG KONG 1971 1-0 1923 1-4 
1965 0-2 1971 13 1923 24 
1976 0-1 1974 1-2 1933 42 
1933 6-4 
1933 42 
1936 T-1 
1936 10-0 
1948 6-0 
1948 70 
1948 40 
1954 4-1 
1954 1-2 
. 1954 4-1 
This is our team of the PSL based on point} i958 42 
stores awarded during the season by our match| 1958 2-2 
reporters. Only those players were considered | 1967 5-3 
who appeared in at least two-thirds of the 26 a aa 
rounds. As so often in such contests, a steady, | 1973 336 
high level display for many weeks earned richer | 1975 1-0 
rewards than the occasional brilliance followed | 1976 34 
by am, oF = 
It is somewhat - a nt — young eat pets 
rise that only three Soc- coun and man e! 
Feroos are in the team: missed out. NORTH KOREA ig 
Bennett, Stone and Jones Adelaide City provided 1965 1-6* 
while Rooney, the Press- three paves for ae team 1965 1-3 
’s_ pla f th ar, e other ei; came 
and Sxosmina, Cnerhaps. the from different teams. PHILIPPINES 
COE 1972 60 
Eee REP, OF CHINA 
BENNETT LISTER 1975 1-0 
(Lions) (Adelaide City) 1976 2-0 
PYE MOWBRAY 
(Sth. Melb.) (Hakoah) RHODESIA 
STONE JONES ._ PERIN, too ey 
(West, Subs.) (West Adelaide) (Adelaide City) 1969 Lat 
CAMPBELL DEANS P. ONTONG 1969 0-0* 
(Marconi) (Adelaide City) (Mooroolbark) 1969 3-19 
e . ? 
€<« - 3... = 8 
= 5 2 mF = > a > 3 rt = 
22338 3 FE 8 8 
< ¢€ € € 2 G © FFB BS 
APIA @® 30 03 40 31 21°22 40 30 10 1-1 10 
Arncliffe 2-3 @ 1-4 0-2 4-2 1-2 1-1 O-1 2-1 O-1 3-1 5-1 
Auburn 0-2 1-0 @ 1-2 1-1 0-0 1-7 0-2 21 3:0 21 4-1 
Avala 0-0 2-300 @- 3-1 0-2 00 3-0 1-2 1-1 5-2 1-1 
Bankstown 0-4 0-1 0-1 3-2 0-3 2-2 1-2 2-0 1-5 1-3 6-0 
Croatia 1-1 2-2 4-1 «4-1 «1-0 @ 21 21 21 1-1 60 5-0 
Granville 1-2 1-30 2-3 0-0 0-2 0-1 3-2. 152. 0-4 1-0 10 
Hellas 2-3 40 3-3 03 %1-3 1-2 1-4 0-2 0-1 20 0-0 
Manly 0-2 0-2 2-1 1:0 0-2 1-2 00 10 @ OF 42 2-1 
Sutherland 0-0 5-0 0-3 0-0 0-1 1-4 I-} 4-37 20 @ 22 1-0 
W‘gong 1-1. 7-2 20 1-1] 0 O-1 1-1} 5-2 1-} 10 @ 2-0 
Yugal 0-4 1-2 01 04 * 0-1 1-0 2-3 0-2 18 0-2 © 
* Abandoned 


LL INTERNATIONAL 
AUSTRALIA 


SCOTLAND ! 
1967 eL | 
1967 12 | 
1967 02 =| 

SINGAPORE | 
1967 5-4 
1967 6-1 
1976 1-0 

SOUTH AFRICA 
1947 1-2 
1947 24 
1947 3-3 
1947 5-1 
1947 1-2 
1950 2-3 
1950 1-2 
1950 2-1 
1950 20 
1955 0-3 
1955 0-2 
1955 0-8 
1955 0-6 
1955 14 

SOUTH KOREA 
1967 , 3-2 
1969 2-1* 
1969 1-1* 
1972 1 
1972 2-0 
1973 0-0* 
1973 2-2* 
1973 1-0* 
1977 2-1* 
1977 0-0* 

SOUTH VIETNAM 
1967 1-0 
1972 10 

URUGUAY 
1974 0-0 
1974 2-0 

USSR 
1975 0-0 
1975 0-3 
1975 1-2 
1975 2-3 
1975 0-0 
1975 1-4 

WEST GERMANY 
1974, 0-3%* 

RECORD 

@ Played: 150 

@ Won: 72 

@ Drew: 32 

@ Lost: 46 

@ Scored: 304 

@. Conceded: 225 

* World Cup 


*=* World Cup finals 


UNREST 
IN RIO 


Fluminense’s president 
Francisco Horta is making 
the waves in Brazil, after 
his recent interview in which 
he said football in the 
country is dominated by the 
military and that time has 
come for them fo “return 
to their barracks and give 
the Football . Association 
back to the clubs.” 

He also denounced a 
climate of corruption in the 
Rio League, blaming it on 
the president of Vasco da 
Gama, Mr. Agatirno Gomes, 
who has since declared Dr. 
Horta (he is a Justice) 
“persona non grata” in his 
club. 

Dr. Horta also says the 
Brazilian Championship, 
with more than 60 clubs 
from all over the country, 
with no relegation, is a 
“monstrosity” and claims 
Brazil are bound to lose the 
next World Cup in the 
“mcompetent hands” of 
Claudio Coutinho. 

Dr. Horta says Mario 
Zagalo should be called 
back to the job and Admiral 
Heleno Munes, president of 
C.B.D. (the Brazilian Foot- 
ball Association), is an Ad- 
miral who only feel happy 
3,000 feet above sea level, 
in the resort town of 
Tereso polis (where he goes 
every weekend), and that 
he (the Admiral) feels sea- 
sick when having to cross a} 
river in a motor boat. : 


TH vVHO 
WERE IN CHARGE 


Melbourne's Dave Yelland refereed the 
greatest number of PSL matches thig season, 12 
in all. 


Of the Sydney referees, the indestructible Tony 
Boskovic was in greatest demand. 

Boskovic is the only Australian referee to take 
part in World Cup finals (1974) and could again be 
invited for the 1978 series. 

This is the list of referees who appeared in 1977: 


Referee: Total games Interstate 
Boskovic . (Sydney) 11 3 
McDermott (ACT) 4 

Yelland (Melbourne) 12 

Dixon (Melbourne) 10 

Miles (Brisbane) 5 

Rampley (Sydney) 10 

Campbell (Adelaide) 8. 


Davies (Sydney) 

Henderson (Melbourne) 

Stanley (Adelaide) 

Jones (Newcastle) 

Wood (Brisbane) 

Fowler (Sydney) 

Hall (Newcastle) 

Nugent (Brisbane) 

Lorene (Sydney) i 

Neal (Adelaide) 

Beazleigh (Melbourne) 

Wilkinson (Sydney) 

Van der Lende (ACT) 

Bambridge (Melbourne) 

Mee. (Newcastle) 

Melings (Melbourne) 

Small (Newcastle) 

Witschge (Sydney) 

Karlich (Melbourne) 

Johnson (Adelaide) 

Klose (Brisbane) 

Tattersall (Newcastle) 

Rennie (Sydney) 

Allen (ACT) : 
N.B.: Obviously, we had to consider all matches by 


Newcastle referees as of interstate character, even if 
their matches were in Sydney. 
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HELP 
“LEGACY 


*- all the year round, Donations: 169 
Elizabeth Street, Sydney. Ph. 26,2001, 


4G18.72b 


It’s better 
to fly with 
friends. 


Fly the Friendly Way 


319 9557 


Uctober:28,. 1977 
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SOUTH KOREA v. AUSTRALIA 0-0 


TENSE STRIKERS MISS 
HEAP OF TOP CHANCES 


Seoul. — it is not often that you see a match in which the two teams miss 


‘— From ANDREW DETTRE — ° 


a dozen sitters yet the game ends in a sterile nil all draw. 


But this was the case im 
Seoul where tension and 
nerves had the better of 
the strikers even when fac- 
ing a gaping goal. : 

Peter Ollerton alone had 
six good chances to score 
in the first half, yet went 
on to miss the Tot. 

In the third minute Kos- 
mina’s long throw was 
headed wide by him from 
three metres. 

Half a minute later at 
the other end Peter Wilson 
had to hook the ball clear 
on_the line. 

These early incidents set 
the trend for the . game 
which led to the customary 
defensive patterns one. is 
used to in the World Cup. 

Right from the start the 
tackling was hard, at times 
even cruel, and elbows were 
flying and ankles were tap- 
ped throughout the game. 

In the 13th, 18th and 
19th minutes we saw three 
more Ollerton’ misses, the 
last being quite a painful 


one as he miskicked in the 
goal mouth, E 
The Koreans, showing 


much more impatience in 
their build-ups than in their 
Sydney match were rushing 
things. 

To counter the tight 
marking by the Australian 
defenders they abandoned 
their usual short passing 
game and tried to put 


through their men. with 
‘high. balls.’ 
In the 21st and 25th 


minutes they also missed 
two opportunities, then in 
the 33rd it was Ollerton 
again who missed the. target 
from two metres. 

Fairly early in the ‘second 


half Shoulder took off 
Rooney and Ollerton and 
sent in Marocchi and 
Alston. 

However, this time the 
_ substitutions made little 
difference, 

While Marocchi’s passing 
strengthened the midfield, 


Alston’s threat to the Kor- 
ean goal was minimal. 

Gradually the balance of 
power shifted to Korea’s 
tavour. 

In the 63rd minute Kim 
Jae Han -missed from two 
metres and two minutes 
later a Korean header was 
just wide. 

John Kosmina, — barging 
into the goalkeeper, received 
his caution, 

‘Jt was a sign of increas- 
ing frustration by the 
Socceroos. 

In the last ten minutes 
the Koreans raised one 
more mighty effort. to 
snatch the points. 

Perhaps their greatest 
chance came three minutes 
from the end when Cha 
Buem Keun had a close 
volley brilliantly saved by 

laher, 

Surprisingly Swedish ref- 
eree Ulf Eriksson did not 


LOPPPPPIIDIPPIS 


Apply in writing to: 
A. Johnson, 
Secretary 


FAIRFIELD WEST ATHLETIC 
Soccer Club 


Applications are invited for the position of 


COACH 


for 6th Div. NSW Federation team for 
1978 season. 


275 Elizabeth Drive 
Mt. Pritchard, 2170 


Applications close on November 2, 1977 


extend the 90 minutes de- 
spite several stoppages in 
the second. half, 

* But it is doubtful whether 
it would have made much 


difference to the final 
result, 
it was a draw all the 


way; not a very good result 
for either team, but a just 
reward for strikers on both 
sides for missing what 
looked like . golden oppor- 
tunities even at close range. 

The Australian defence 
despite its clean sheet was 
in a shambles on quite a 
few occasions. 

Individually Col Curran 
stood. out from this four- 
some, with his spirited and 
enterprising sorties on the 
tight flank. 
~The other three . filled 
purely defensive roles and 
despite the occasional heavy 
pressure never cracked, only 
faltered. 

The midfield was engaged 
in a constant and open war- 
fare with their Korean 
counterparts, 

Peter Stone’s great mo- 
bility and flair won Aust- 
ralia a fair percentage of 
the balls, 

Rooney and Byrne were 
a shade duller, but their job 
was to sift through the 
Korean attacks, 

Marocchi did not disap- 
point his many admirers 
and should be a regular 
soon, 

Of ‘the’ strikers, we saw 
the return of a quicksilver, 
courageous and polished 
Abonyi taking on his man 
and . also. dropping back 
deep when needed, 

However, he seldom got 
close enough to goal to use 
his shooting skills. 

Kosmina was the real 
spearhead of the attack, 
fighting for every ball, at 
times in a ring of Korean 
defenders. 

Ollerton was active but 
tragically sterile and had he 
been able to take but one 
of his many chances he 
would have been the hero 
of the day. 

The Koreans, after their 
clever display in Sydney, 
disappointed, 

Being in the natural posi- 
tion of forcing the game, 
they were too stereotyped. 

Of course they. also. had 
their chances and none 
better than the tall Kim. 

But nerves got the better 
of him and much to the 
relief of the Socceroos he 
failed to grab the decider. 

Jim Shoulder feels that 
South Korea is the best side 
we have met in our group. 

{ cannot agree with him 
at all. 

While they are undoubt- 
edly the busiest, and per- 


haps even toughest, 1 still- 


rate the polished, relaxed 
Tran as the top side in our 
group, and if we can beat 


them and Kuwait next 
month we deserve to re- 


-enter the picture for Argen- 


tina, 
Australia; Maher, Cur- 
tan, Bennett, Wilson, Har- 
tis, Byrne, Rooney, Stone, 


Ollerton, Kosmina, Abonyi. 

Changes: Marocchi in 61 
for Rooney; Alston in 66 
for Ollerton. 

Referee: Ulf Eriksson 
(Sweden). 

Attendance: 20,000. 


SS Se 


| KOREANS 
SUBDUED 


tralian TV viewer when watching the match 


HD Cr 0-0 40 e 


from Seoul last week on the ABC, was that 
Vsouth Korea was nowhere near as skilled or 
purposeful as they were in Sydney only a few 
weeks ago. 

Although judging football matches from 
the comfort of one’s armchair is not the re- 
commended method, it can sometimes be a boon 
a a you can view the match more dispassion- 
ately. H 

The atmosphere in the stadium; the attitude 
of the crowd, the weather, all these things don’t 
really affect the TV spectator and so we can 
look_a bit more critically at.the game. 

The Koreans amazingly enough switched 
from their dazzling inter passing game which 
threatened to tear Australia to pieces in Sydney, 
and started the match off with a number of 
high balls planted into the Australian penalty 
area. 

It seemed that the crowd was also s 
by this plan of attack, for throughout the 90 
minnites they were in an unusually subdued 
moo 


Normally any Australian team playing in 
Seoul can expect the full blast of a jingoistic 
exhibition; with bands Playing non-stop, or at 
the very least a constant barrage of chanting, 
singing and flag waving. 

___ However last Sunday all of this was miss- 
ing, and only reared its familiar head whenever 
a Korean player fell writhing to the turf after 
being fouled by an Australian. : 

This latter form of incident produced an 
annoying reaction from the Korean camera men 
who would focus upon their fallen countrymen, 
vying for action “best agony” pictures, even 
though the play may have continued and the 
ball could have been down at the other end 

gor the field. 

Generally the camera work was good, 
though the out of focus main camera was a 

q little unnerving, but the lack of instant replays 
was perhaps the biggest disappointment to we 
jrv soccer fans who are used to seeing some 
[Match repeated a few times on 


! 
! 
| 
\ 
i 
Perhaps the thing that most struck the Aus- | 
| 
§ 


rised 


“The Big 

Match”. 

It was also unfortunate that in the last 
quarter of an hour there was some trouble with 
the picture coming through from Korea, but the 
irrepressible Martin Royal carried on with a 
running radio commentary whenever we were 
blacked out. 

2 It was heartening to see the Australian 
team try and play football for a change instead 
of just going out to “batter” the opponents 
down. 

As it turned out the Koreans were the ones 
who started some of the rough stuff, and they 
were extremely lucky to receive so few cautions 
for some pretty hair raising fouls. 

It was the Australians who ended up gett- 
ing the bookings, with Abonyi, Wilson and Kos- 
mina all getting the yellow card for crude fouls. 


However, one can suspect that the Europ- 
ean referees who. control our matches begin 
these games with the preconceived idea that 
we are physically stronger and therefore likely 
to throw our weight about. 

But as we have seen from the touring sides, 

with perhaps the exception of Hong Kong, the 
rest of the Asian teams are nowhere near as 
frail as is commonly thought, and they can 
dish it out just as much as we can. 
“" ~My. Ericksson had a good match in the 
middle, carrying out. his duty with a minimum 
of fuss; and placing great emphasis on the ad- 
vantage rule, allowing the game to flow as 
much as possible. 

However, the game was not a great spec- 
tacle, being interrupted by too many fouls which 
the Swedish referee felt could not go un- 
punished, 

Both sides had to attack to win and there- 
fore there was some. occasionally good goal 
mouth incidents, but-due mainly to the impot- 
ence in both forward lines — a host of good 
chances went abegging and both countries’ 
World Cup hopes took a downward turn, 

STEPHEN DETTRE 


ae: 


POG OS VED ODO IS VIED NR OGD ED COED OS 


injects skill 
A creditable performance from the Socceroos 
managed to salvage some of their self respect 


after the Kuwait debacle. However, the scoreless 
draw will probally be insufficient in the tourna- 
a 


ment and we will 
tina ‘78. 


The most outstanding play- 
ers in the Australian team 
were the two “new boys” 
Peter Stone and Gary. Byrne 
who added a great deal more 
mobility into the mildifeld, as 
weil as Injecting a hint more 
skill into the Socceroo build 
ups. 

This is how I saw the 13 
Australian players: 


Alan Maber (3): Had to 
make several important saves 
in both halves with desperate 
last second dives to palm 
away goal bound shots and 
throughout was safe in his 
handling and punching. 
Early on he looked rather 
nervous, ibut after he made 
his saves the setled down and 
injected some confidence into 
the backline. 


Coil Curran (4): He made 


a valuable contribution to the 
team in that he was always 
willing to dash off down his 
right wing fo put pressure 
on the Koreans while the 
strikers were being marked. 
In the first half he combined 
well with Rooney to cut in 
‘crosses over the Korean. box, 
while in the second half he 
often dribbled the ball deep 
into Korea’s zone, causing 
all sorts of bother to their 
defence, : 

Peter Wilson (3): Again 
Peter was far too wasteful 
with this clearances, prefer- 
ring to boot the ball away in 
situations where he could 
have easily played out. His 
value to the team, however, 
was as usual in that he can 
marshall a brilliant rear 
guard action, and at times 
it was needed as the Koreans 
hammered away at Maher's 
goal. 

Coi Bennett (2): Had a 
shocker by his mormally solid 
standard, It seemed only a 
few weeks ago that he and 
Wilson ‘had finally developed 
a useful understanding, but 
last Sunday all the old hes- 
itancies' reappeared, and he 
was often caught in two 
minds ‘about whether to tackle 


‘| or to fall back into Wilson’s 


defensive wall. He also 
fouled too frequently and 
lost too many aerial duels. 


George Harris (4): Al- 
though he played in his un- 
natural position of left back, 
the St. George defender 
acquitted himself quite well, 
with some’ rugged but fair 
tackling, and a better than 
average amount ‘of decent, 


‘accurate passes. Although he 


was not as attacking as Cur- 
tan he ‘had more to do mark- 
ing the elusive Cha Buem 
and did so with great 
efficiency. 

Gary Byrne (4): The young 
Marconi midfielder was a 
great asset fo the Austral- 
jan team, as fhe was able to 
combine with club mate Roo- 
ney, and showed his good 
ball skills by holding the 
ball when the gaps didn’t 
appear, ferring to wait in- 
stead te pambing high balls 
forward. His ball control was 
perfectly offset by his ag- 
gresion as he was able to 
dispossess several Koreans 
and come out of the chal- 
lenge. before giving construc- 
tive passes, 

Jimmy Rooney (G): Had a 
fine first half where he was 
the driving force behind . the 
team Jeunching attack after 
attack, and backing up his 
front men waiting for any 
loose ends. He only had @ 
few chances to use his famed 
freekick but they lacked 
some of the deadliness we 
are used to. His back injury 


ve. to say good bye to Argen- 


seemed to hamper him as the 
match progressed, while some 
of the attention the Koreans 
gave him didn’t help matters 
either, 


Peter Stone (5): For me, he 
was Australia’s best player, 
playing with a coolness and 
aplomb that was only 
matched. by Marocchi when 
he came on for a brief spell. 
Stone was excellent as a ball 
winner, a marker, a tackler, 
and most importantly as a 
creator and distributor, and 
he always seemed the most 
likely person to create an 
Australian goal. Unfortunately 
Ollerton showed a wanton 
wastefulness of the chances 
provided him, and Stones 
great work went unrewarded, 
but not unnoticed. 


Peter Ollerion (2): What 
can be said about this man. 
Time after time he is given 
a first team spot by Jimmy 
Shoulder and yet he hasn't 
been able to consistently 
prove his worth. His immob- 
ility was highlighted by the 
nippy Koreans who dis- 
possessed him with neat flicks 
as he vainly tried to turn 
and take on his tomentors 
head on. His chances were 
bewilderingly muffed up; 
perhaps over a million hearts, 
‘voth Korean and Australian, 
froze as the ball rolled en- 
ticingly into his path in the 
first half for a certain goal, 
yet to those who jhave seen 
“Big Ollie’ play this year, 
the resulting miskick was no 
surprise. His prowess in the 
air was minimal, and it 
seemed that even this team 
mates were slightly shocked 
when ‘he actually won a few 
heading duels to sead over 
neat flicks. 


John Kosmina (3): He 
showed far more aggrescsion 
than he did against Kuwait, 
and as a result was paid 
close attention by the Ko- 
reans who methodically 
scythed thim down whenever 
he managed to out turn his 
marker. He only had a few 
isolated chances on goal, all 
coming as a result of his 
own determination, but his 
real contribution came in his 
persistence and  off-the-ball 
Tunning. 

Atti Abonyi (3): Only fleet- 
ingly showed’ glimpses of his 
great skill and control, as 
when he made several second 
half dribbling runs into the 
Korean penalty are. He played 
far too deep for most of 
the match, and was not in- 
volved enough, but what he 


did the did well. His ball 
handling and distribution 
were excellent, though he 


rarely uses these in an attack- 
ing role, preferring to back 
up the attack rather than 
actually being in it. 

Adrian Alstom (2): Was 
only on for a short while, 
but did virtually nothing in 
that period. He didn’t show 
any enthusiasm to get into 
the match, and was virtually 
@ passenger, but at least he 
teplaced Ollerton who was 
getting progressively worse as 
the match wore on. 

Gary Marocchi (4): Al- 
though this was only his 
fifth cap, and’ his first World 
Cup match appearnce, the 
young Adelaide City grafter 
showed all the coolness and 
assuredness of a veteran as 
he almost immediately took 
over Rooney's role and set 
up a string of promising Au- 
stralian attacks, His skill and 
youth combined well with 
Byrne and Stone to give hope 
that this could be a useful 
future midfield trio. 
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aries 


The World Cup 


@ Carlos Babbingion, 
the brilliant -Argentinian 
striker now with West Ger- 
man club Wattenscheid, is 
hopeful of being recalled in 
his national team for next 
year’s World Cup finals. 

Ce) According to. reliable 
‘leaks,’ the four seeded 
teams for next year’s World 
Cup finals will be Argen- 
tina, (based in Buenos Aires), 
West Germany (Cordoba), 


Brazil (Mar del Plata) and 
either Staly or England 
(Mendoza). 

og 2 
Britain 


@ Gordon Banks, hav- 
ing completed a season 
with the Florida team of 
Fort Lauderdale, is back in 
Britam hoping to find a 
club to manage, 

@ Derby County's 32- 
year-old Kevin Hector is 
in great demand: he is 
sought by Nottingham, Bol- 
ton, Burnley, Walsall — 
and a US club. 

@ Norwich City are 
hoping to sign Martin 
Chivers who at present is 
with the Swiss Servette 
Geneva. 

@. Crystal Palace players 
Rashid Harkouk and Barry 
Silkman have been arrested 
for the forgery of $25,000 
worth of banknotes. 

@ Martin Peters, bril- 
liant as ever, has signed a 
new two-year contract with 
Norwich City. 

@ England and Hungary 
have agreed to play a full 
international at Wembley 
Stadium in 1978. 


te 


The Americas 


@ The. post office of 
Equatorial. Guyana’ has pub- 
lished a set of six stamps 
devoted to soccer, with the 
pictures of Yachin, Eusebio, 
Pele, Di Stefanc, Chariton 
and Cruyff. 

@ Juantorena, the bril- 
liant Cuban Olympic cham- 
pion runner (400-800m.) re- 
cently raced in Spain, When 
asked what he thought of 


Cruyff ‘as a player, the 
Cuban innocently asked: 
“Who is Cruyff?” 


@® Ferenc Puskas, now 
with the Chilean Colo Colo 
club, recently blasted the 
administration of the Chil- 
ean Federation as a bunch 
of amateurs. without any 
taste for real football. 


@® Hector Rial, former 
Real Madrid star, may join 
the Argentinian San Loren- 
Zo as their coach. 


@ Cosmos has cancelled 
its proposed European tour 
in October and November. 
because of the fatigue of 
its. players. The US season 
started in April... 


@ So far 46 countries, 
including Australia, have 
nominated for the second 
Coca Cola Youth World 
Cup in 1979, 


@® Pele, in one of his 
countless farewell speeches 
and . statements, predicted 
that Brazil’ would win next 
year’s World Cup. 

® Brazil’s World Cup 
preparations will start on 
February. 27. Then, in 
quick succession, the Braz- 


Western Suburbs 


Soccer Club 


William St., Five Dock 
Telephone: 


83-8672 


Friday, October 28: CABARET DANCE. - 


Saturday, October 29: 
national Vocal Star. 


IOMANO DRAGONI.— Inter- 


Sunday, October 30: FILM (2.00 p.m.) “The Missouri 
Breaks” — starring. Marlon Brando and Jack. Nichol- 


son. LESTER AND SMART 


Comedy Duo. 


Top . English 


Tuesday, November 1: EUCHRE NIGHT. 


Wednesday, November 2: 


Pop AND ROCK NIGHT 


— with Sneaky Smith Orchestra. — Entrance fee $1. 


ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR MEMBERS 


mas 


00 


CRUISE-N-FLY | 


TO LONDON 
FOR $725 


Fare includes: — 
6 
@ 


oer) 


Singapura” with 
@ 


Flight to Perth with TAA; 


Seven-day cruise on the fine “Kota 


all meals; 


Two nights twin hotel accommod- 


ation with breakfast in Singapore; 


Charter jet to London. 


Call us for further details: — 


364 


Palarga bires 


SUSSEX STREET, 


SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
Tel.: 26-2008/9 or 26-3526 
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ilians have this schedule: 
March 5 -Sweden (Rio), 
between March 8 and 26 
three visitng club teams, 
April 1: France (Paris), 
April 5 West Germany 
(Hamburg), Apri! 7 Spain 
(Madrid), April 19 England 
{London) plus two:.matches 
in Northera Africa. 


© The Argentinians will 
have a security force of 
8,000. soldiers and police 
active’ during next . year’s 
“World Cup. finals. 

®@ Chicago © Stings’ 20- 
year-old winger Miro Ryce, 
who was. of Czechoslovak 
origin, died in. a car acci- 
dent in Germany. 

® The Argentinian sports 
illustrated ‘El Grafico’ has 
quizzed 100 overseas play- 
ers, coaches, journalists and 
managers in order to com- 
pile. its team of ‘all time’ 
— probably going back only 


the last 20 years or so. This: 


was the result, with the 
votes polled in  brackeis 
(and, knowing the intellig- 
euce of our readers, we will 
NOT add the players’ 
country of origin): Yachin 
(32) — Djalma Santos (31), 
Beckenbauer (92), Moore 
(36), Marzolini (28) — Didi 
(13), B. Charlton (36) — 
Garrincha (46), Di Stefano 
(52), Pele (87), Best (18). 
Notable absentees: Puskas, 
Bozsik, Cruyff, Matthews, 
Facchetti, Kopa, Gento, 
Banks, etc. etc. etc. Alas, 
only 11 fit into a team... 


The Continent 


@ When Holland played 
its 0-0 with the USSR i 
Rotterdam _ recently the 
Dutch team had to: play 
without Cruyff, Neeskens, 
Rensenbrink and Rep, all: re- 
fused permission by their 
foreign clubs. The match 
saw the debut of Ajax’s 
Chinese born La Ling. 


@® Hungarian soccer has 
produced a brilliant new 
centre striker in Andras 
Toroesik, 22, from the Uj- 
pest club. Torocsik starred 
in Hungary’s recent wins 
over Yugoslavia (4-3), the 
Austrian province of Bur- 
genland (6-0) and Sweden 
(3-0) and is certain to lead 
their attack in the World 
Cup matches against Bol- 
ivia. 

@® A Japanese, Yashu- 
hiko Okudera, 25, has been 
signed by FC Koln, at an 
annual salary of $80,000. 

@ Dincu Mihail, trainer 
of the Rumanian team 
Steaua Bucharest, defected 
and asked for political asy- 
lum .in Spain after visiting 
Barcelona recently with his 
team, 


@ When ‘the Portuguese 
FC Porto heard that they 
would play Manchester Un- 
ited in the next round of 
the Cupwinners Cup, one 
of their officials said sadly, 
aiming at the rowdy MU 
fans: “Well, we can. start 
building the barricades in 
the city...” 


® Facchetti, 35, full- 
back of Italy, has just 
played his 92nd full inter- 
national and intends to ap- 
pear at next year’s. World 
Cup finals — his fourth. 

@. Greek soccer is heav- 
ily based on foreigners. Of 
the 18 first division teams 
only five don’t have any 
foreign players; all but four 
have foreign coaches. Fam- 
ous names now working in 
Greece include Gorski (Pan- 
athinaikos), Netto (Panion- 
is), Veselinovic (Olympiak- 


Ane 


Ushing Co. Pty. at 54 
witk Street, Mrarviekuitie 


os) and 
(AEK). 

@ The Turkish club 
Trabsonspor has been ex- 
pelled from all Euro-Cup 
matches for three years fol- 
lowing the scandal their 
players and fans caused in 
Copenhagen recenfly. For 
the same disturbance Man- 
chester United were also 
expelled then taken 
back . . 

® Helmut Schon, man- 
ager of West Germany, has 
announced that he would 
not consider Paul Breitner 
in his team unless the rad- 
ical. Braunschweig star apol- 
ogised. for various untrue 


Dr, Fadrhone 


allegations made in the 
press, 

@ Helmut Schon and 
Franz Beckenbauer. will 


have a meeting early No- 
vember in order io discuss 
“Der Kaiser's” possible in- 
clusion in the German team 
in next year’s World Cup 
finals. 


SCHOOL FOR 
MANAGERS 


England’s caretaker-boss 
Ron Greenwood, long ack- 
nowledged as one of soccer's 
foremost thinkers, would 


like to see would-be man- 
agers undergo a three-year 
apprenticeship. 

As chairman of the Man- 
agers and Secretaries As- 


sociation, he said: “No 
person should be taken on 
unless he has served a 
three-year training period. 

“The trouble with foot- 
ball is for some reason. the 


St. George-Budapest 
Soccer Club Ltd. 


84 Victoria Ave., Mortdale 
Telephone: 579-6977 


Thursday, October 27: MOVIE —~ 11.00 am, 


MOVIE — 8.00 v.m. 


Friday, October 28: INTERNATIONAL NIGHT — 8.00 
pm. Italian Evening with MARIA VENUTI, : 
Saturday, October 29: 1st HEAT OF TALENT QUEST 


— 8.00 p.m, 


Sunday, October 30: DISCO NITE ~~ 7.30 p.m. 
Comming attraction — KATALIN BALL — Saturday, 


November 26. 


FOR. MEMBERS’ INFORMATION 


normal rules of having the 
tight credentials don’t apply. 

“There must be some- 
thing wrong with the pres- 
ent . system because over 
1,000 managers have been 
sacked since the War. 

“But the clubs have only 
themselvés to blame for 
employing them in the first 
place,” 


| ama ala 


1. VIA TAHITI, 
2. VIA TAHITI, 


including final. 
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@® 30 days stay in Buenos Aires hotel 
12 World Cup matches, 
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Tickets (numbered 


SANTIAGO 


SANTIAGO, MADRID, 
3. VIA LOS ANGELES 


This includes — 


seats) to 


CONTACT AT ONCE 


World Cup Tour 
to Argentina 


JUNE 1978 


ALTERNATE ROUTES, 
RETURN FARES 


. $1449 
$1703 
$1757 


ROME 


LAND PACKAGES FROM — 


$990, $1100, $1540 ETC. —- DEPENDING ON CLASS OF 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 


FOR FULL DETAILS AND BROCHURE 


INCA-SOL TRAVEL 


(MR. ANTONIO NAVA). 


28 CROSS STREET, DOUBLE BAY, N.S.W. 2028 
Telephones: 328-7163 — 326-1161 
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There must be something genetically wrong with Sydney 
Greeks who, after some 20 years of desperate attempts, are 
still unable to find a winning formula in soccer. 


First under the name of 
Pan Hellenic, now as Ol- 
ympic, they are among Syd- 
ney soccer’s most expensive 
and most regular failures. 

The new-broom adage 
didn’t work for Olympic in 
1977: neither coach Kaz 
Kulak, nor manager Johnny 
Thomson, this Scottish mid- 
get livewire, has been able 
to shake off the old curse. 

Early in the season Ol- 
ympic, under its new man- 
agement and name, prom- 
ised its fans a ‘thrilling year 
and, perhaps, their first 
title. 

The humble 12th place in 
the PSL must have been a 
shattering blow — so much 


so that the once numerous 
fans have melted into 
oblivion. 


What did go wrong, once 


again, with the hopes of 
Hellas? 
Perhaps the first fatal 


mistake was the sacking of 
Raoul Blanco last year, to 
be ‘replaced by Bruce Sto- 
well for a few weeks and 
then, in turn, by Kulak: 

Then, some sheer bad 
luck followed. Bell's injury 
proved serious and com- 
plicated, and the kingpin of 
the defence was hard to 
write off. 

In Bill Pirie Olympic did 
find a winner — but tragic- 
ally, the Scottish guest could 
only stay for a limited 
period and once he left, the 
goals all but dried up. 

‘Then came yet another 
massive blow: George Gib- 
son, perhaps the most valu- 
able player of the team, suf- 
fered a multiple fracture of 
his leg... 

Maybe, if the rest of the 
team had had enough depth 
and class, these misfortunes 
could have been minimised. 

But Olympic was. largely 


built on youngsters, all 
keen, many talented, who 
needed the guidance of 


more experienced veterans 
_ around them. 


It seems likely that in 
their unseemly haste, to win 
the PSL crown, Olympic 
slotted too many new men 
into their team. 

Luckett, Cross, Botham, 
Mcintosh, Senkalski and 
Gibson were the new faces 
and few teams can absorb 
such a large-scale transfus- 
ion in a few months. 

In retrospect it would 
have been wiser to sign 
only two or three — but 
experienced, classy players. 

In the end, the team 
lacked backbone and all the 
fans saw was a bunch of 
eager, at times desperately 
frustrated youngsters run- 
ning themselves into the 
ground for no apparent 
reason. 


DON ALLAN 


All this, of course, made 


some of the Olympic play- 5, 


ers appear less valuable than 
they actually are. 

Goalie Meier and stopper 
McIntosh could have graced 
any PSL team’s defence 
and, before his injury, Gib- 
son was one of the stars in 
Sydney. 

But the rest of the de- 
fence looked suspect and 
vulnerable and one doubts 
whether Cullerton, Palmer 
and Luckett are up to the 
standard required. 


SAINTS START 
BIG REBUILD 


St. George and Western Suburbs are nego- 
tiating to see whether they could not combine 


forces in 1978. 


The idea is that the two 
clubs would form a new 
team for the PSL, jointly 
backed by their social clubs 
— as we first suggested in 
Soccer World a few weeks 
ago. 

The Saints are willing to 

. foot 75% of the bill if they 
also have 75% of the say 
in the running of the team. 


The idea is good and 
let’s hope it will succeed. 
Meanwhile, the Saints 


have decided to start’ re- 
building their team, largely 
on the recommendation of 
their coach, [lja Takac, 
now in Yugoslavia. 


Paul Coton and Willie 
Hamilton are already 
transfer listed. 

However, the club is 


seriously thinking of releas- 


ing further players if their 
demands for new contracts 
ate not reasonable. 

These could __include 
Martin Coe, Doug Utjes- 
enovic and Mark Jankovics. 


Argentinian Rudolfo 
Gnavi, one of the season’s 
big. disappointments, could 
also face a transfer decision. 


The Saints, at the same 
time, are keen to recapture 
from Sutherland Basterfield 
and sign two or three more 
local players. 

One of the great soccer 
personalities of British soc- 
cer, Terry Mancini may 
join the Saints soon. 

And Takac is likely to 
sign at -least three top 
Hungarian-Yugoslavs during 
his current stay there. 


In midfield, the polished 
Senkalski and the busy 
Cross lacked the final 
authority without which no 
player in that crucial posi- 
tion will ever reach the top. 

Olympic’s distribution was 
tentative and hesitant and 
the mainly defensive role of 
Greg Allan further under- 
lined this problem. 

The attack, for weeks, 
was Bill Pirie plus, When 
Pirie left, the plus turned 
into minus or at least a 
sponge-soft apology for a 
striking force. 

Botham, skilled as he is, 
is far too fragile and. small 
to threaten today’s powerful 
defenders, - while the busy 
Don Allan’s development 
seems to have slowed to a 
stop. 

Ikonomou, Thamnidis, 
Parker and others tried in 
the attack made too little 
difference to amount to 
much improvement. 

Why Olympic are unable 
to import one or two classy 
Greek players has never 
een adequately explained. 
Years ago they managed 
to get Mavropoulos and 
Lukanidis. Anything in that 
calibre would become. folk 
heroes overnight. 

One hears endlessly about 
Olympic’s enormous poten- 
tial, the number of Greeks 
living in Sydney, the gen- 
erosity of wealthy patrons 
and of the club officials 
making their annual pil- 
grimage to Greece to “sign 
players.” 

Then —- nothing happens. 

The potential remains a 
mere catchphrase, the stor- 
ies of rich Maecenas turn 
into whispers of financial 
collapse and the only “play- 
ers” who arrive from Greece: 
play with the buzuki, not 
with the ball. 
_ Now, if the amalgama- 
tion with Hellas Canterbury 
does come about, there is 
a faint possibility that 
things will improve. 

But only a very faint one: 
Hellas themselves have not 
excelled on the field for 
years, and it’s questionable 
whether such a marriage 
would unearth enough man- 
agerial talent and economic 
basis for a sudden revival. 

Towards the end of 1977, 
Olympic have lost almost 
their entire support. 

Not surprisingly, their 
long suffering fans have 
decided to bear the pains 
at home rather than on the 
terraces. 

A successful and sparkl- 
ing Olympic —- and only 
that — could recapture and 
captivate its supporters now 
lurking at home in the 
suburbs. 

And that Olympic would 
become a true asset to the 
Philips League. 

— AD. 


LYMPIC CHASING|WANTED: F 
LUSIVE RAINBOW KEEN, SOLI 


Western Suburbs, Sydney‘s only genuine, Aussiz-flavored district 
club in the Philips League, achieved less than they had hoped for — but 
more than its critics had predicted. 


Their fifth place is good 
considering that they were 
in the running for the title 
for more than half the 
season and only a thorough- 
ly rotten patch. threw them 
out of calculations. 

Wests began like world 
champions, winning a string 
of matches, conquering the 


bastions of Adelaide and 
setting the pace jin the 
League. 


The reinforced defence — 
with the return of Curran 
and the arrival of Noble — 
seemed impregnable and 
veteran goalie Terry Eaton 
was as safe as any time in 
his youth. 

However, after the great 
spurt, things started to go 
wrong. 

Ken Lindsay suffered a 
broken leg and Graham 
Norris, this revved-up pre- 
dator, began to get into 
trouble with referees, event- 
ually leading to two sus- 
pensions. 

From then on the once 
smooth, remorseless Wests 
machine started to develop 
strange coughs. 

Goals came to be hard 
to come by and the once 
polished midfield, stacked 
with internationals, had. to 
accept the dual role of 
creating AND _ finishing. 

Almost throughout — the 
season Wests’ problems 
were with their attack. 

With neither Clive Eaton 
nor Fryer totally reliable 
scorers, it was left to Norris 
and the midfielders — that 
magi¢ second wave -—~ to 
find the net. 

Gradually, Wests. slipped 
from their top perch, but 
towards the end had enough 
reserves to stay right be- 
hind the leading bunch, 

In contrast with many 
previous Western Suburbs 
teams, this -one looked 
quite classy at times. 

Much less than the usual 
emphasis was laid on the 
exaggerated “physical quali- 
ties” and players like Stone, 
Harding, Curran and Ains- 
lie were allowed to use 
their undoubted skill. 

Had Wests been able to 
unearth a second top striker, 
they would have fared a 
great deal better. 

In a way it’s a pity that 
coach Mike Laing resorted 
to experimentation only to- 
wards the end. 

But when he did, Tum- 
bull in midfield, Samuels 
and Fisher in the attack 
proved that they could be 
permanent assets, 

The fact that Western 
Suburbs provided five play- 
ers for the national team 
is in itself a compliment 


to the club and = coach 
Laing. 

Terry Eaton, Wilson, 
Harding, Stone and now 


Curran appeared for Aust- 
ralia'in 1977 — more than 
any other team’s quota. 

And the busy little full- 
back Steve Perry couldn’t 
have been too far from Jim 
Shoulder’s book, either. 

Whatever positive ach- 
ievements Wests registered 
on the field, they failed to 
match it off it. 

Despite a strong club 
organisation and splendid 
club facilities, not to men- 
tion people like Gordon 
Stratford at the helm, the 


team couldn't attract any 
sizeable support to its. 
matches. s 


Even in Sydney’s present 
spectator slump they stood 
out with their meagre 
figures. 

The move to Dural was 
of dubious value: in theory 
at least, Wests’ chances of 
rounding up fresh support 
seem infinitely better in the 
populous western suburbs 
than in the primarily rural 
Dural. 

Maybe. Wests will  re- 
consider the move in 1978 
or, if they decide to per- 
severe with the switch, 
mount a proper marketing 
campaign to attract people 


to Englefield, potentially a 
reasonable soccer venue, 
itself needs 


The team 


ie is 


SORES 


TERRY EATON 


SS 


H basically an 


only minor additions ' for 
next term except in 
attack where they could 


well do with at least one 
classy newcomer, 

Just think what Wests 
would be like with a John 
Kosmina .. . 

On the other hand. they 
may prefer to concentrate 
their resources and energy 
on building up their support 
before embarking on ex- 
pensive team rebuilding, 
unnecessary 
step anyway. 

As one club which is 
never involved in scandals, 
upheavals, coup d’etats and 
intrugues, .Western Suburbs 
an enormous asset to 
Australian soccer, 

Once they have succeeded 
in enlarging their camp fol- 
lowing ~~ from schools, 
social clubs, industries etc. 
they have every chance 


: of becoming one of the 


truly greats. 
~— AD 


FIVE RETURN 


TO NSW FED. 


There is a very good chance that the breach 
between the five Sydney-based clubs and the 
NSW Federation will be healed soon. 


Negotiations are under 
way with NSW president 
Peter McCann to admit the 
second and third teams of 
the PSL clubs to the NSW 
If Division in 1978. 

Some would play under 
their original ethnic names 
— Budapest, Pan Hellenic 
etc. 

This 


would be a far 


superior solution for these 
teams than another year in 
the limbo that was the 
botched-up “Youth League.” 


Peter McCann, who is 
still ‘uncertain whether to 
stand for re-election, is 
keen to ensure that harmony 
retums to Sydney soccer 
and this could be the first 
step. 


WHEN YOU THINK OF 


TIL 


S 


THINK OF THE EXPERTS : 


? 


a 
Ln | 


S. 


ANN 
TY. LTD. 


658 BOTANY ROAD, ALEXANDRIA 
TELEPHONE: 669-6255 
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GLORY LEFT TO APIA — 
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— By KEITH 


GILMOUR — 


Where do you start when reviewing APIA’s performance for the year? 
Do you look at them on the State League scale? 


Or against a background 
of their grand final wins of 
1964, 1965, 1969 and 1976? 

I suppose if you focus 
on the 1977 team and dis- 
tegard the departure of Col 
Bennett, John Russell, Billy 
Rogers, Willie Wallace and 
Ken Wilson, you could say 
that APIA had a reasonable 
year, 

You should also remem- 
ber that at that stage Aust- 
ralian “Player of the Year” 
Jimmy Rooney pulled on an 
APTA. shint. 

In 1977 his deeds for 
Marconi beggar description. 

Also, there is the com- 
parison with the standing of 


the other — Italian-backed 
PSL clubs, Marconi, Bris- 
bane City and Adelaide 
City. 


APIA started the season 
with seven new first team 
players and a 0-0 draw with 
Sutherland in the Ampol 
Cup. 

They finished this series 
outside the semifinals, third 
in their division to Suther- 
Jand and Avala, — 

Coach Fil Bottalico, after 
sO many successes in recent 
years, was working hard for 
results and they came at 
the opening of the premier- 


sup. 

‘oatia went down to 
APIA 1-2 with two David 
Jack headers doing the job. 

Jack’s season was soon 
in ruins due to injury, how- 
ever, 

APIA’s problems started 
when they saw Croatia go 
ahead as Derek Sidey and 
Andy Tracey of Auburn 
crashed in the goals for 
their team in a 3-0 win 
over the Maroons at Lam- 
bert Park, 

Hector Ruiz joined the 

side from Argentina on the 
recommendation of former 
great Ricardo Campana. 

Ruiz scored a few class- 
ical goals at the right 
moments, but at other times 
he was neither fluid nor 
aggressive enough to lift 
the general performance. 

The other importation 
Luis Ramirez was rarely on 
the first team scene. 

As the season developed, 
the field thinned out and 
ultimately only APIA was 
still capable of mounting a 
challenge to leaders Cro- 
atia, 

Hopes rose in early July, 
when Terry Butler had his 
first match after returning 
from Hong Kong. 

Butler's dazzling runs had 
often made him a match- 
winner in 1976, but whether 
it was the lack of competi- 
tion or a change in attitude 
or perhaps some of both, 
he never showed his real 
class. 

Mark Pullen was at his 
peak as he blotted out 
Croatia’s Atti Abonyi when 


| 
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the teams played a 1-1 draw 
before a predominantly 
Croatian crowd of 4,000 at 
the Marks Field. 

About this time Abonyi 
really went for the goals 
to carve out a big margin 
from’ APIA’s top scorer, 
John Doyle. 

Then APIA’s surging am- 
bitions came ift. 

At home on Lambert 
Park it was Wollongong, 
playing some of the season's 
most negative football, that 
stung them by taking a 
point. 

The following week it 
was Awvala who held them 
scoreless. 

Those two points were 
conclusive. Although Cro- 
atia tended to stumble. in 


the straight, APIA were 
placed just two points be- 
hind them when the Roth- 
mans League curtain came 
down. 

Neither Croatia nor APLA 
lived up to their reputations 
in the. major semifinal of 
the Ampol Championship 
series and Croatia won 2-1. 

The following week at 
the Sports Ground APIA 
finished the season when 
Auburn were the 2-0 vic- 
tors in the final. 

Much of APIA’s inability 
to reach the heights came 
because there was no hope 
that seasoned performers 
such as Ken Jenkins, Bobby 
McGinn and John Doyle 
could retain their best form 
without players around 


them who were capable of 
holding their own with the 
best in the country. 

Not that they did not do 
their best — they simply 
did not have the right sup- 
port, and that is written 
without being unkind to the 
strong bunch of iriers who 
played im the team. 

Over the year Mike 
Fraser_ showed out’ as an 
improving goalkeeper. 

Mark Pullen and Vince 
Jackson gained stature as 
defenders. 

The midfield lacked co- 
hesion, and now their fans 
and would-be fans are 
wondering just where the 
club,’ so often amongst 
Australia’s best, aiming 
for from here. 


is 


Watkiss brought 
Sutherland to top 


John Watkiss’ Sutherland side have reason to be proud 
of a season which both brought successes and blooded a young 


group of players. 


With Allan Bourke, 
Malcolm Haynes, Phil 
Branson and Gerry Walker 
setting out to find places 
at PSL level, youngsters 
had to fill their slots. 

This worked well at the 
start; there was some re- 
gression and later the team 
pulled together to fill a 
semifinal spot in the cham- 
pionship series. 

Sutherland also reached 
the Ampol Cup final, and 
to top off the glory player- 
coach John Watkiss won the 
Rothmans Award for the 
second time in his illustrious 
career, 

Watkiss again proved his 
worth as a player, and he 
gained valuable insights in 
his first spell as a coach. 

The main test of his 
ability in the latter category 
will come as he carries on 
in the position after his 
retirement, but that is in the 
future. 

This year some fine young 
talent settled into the 
scheme of things at Sey- 
mour Shaw Park. 

Craig Hall proved him- 
self an outstanding forward 
and one who should be 
destined for higher honors. 

Left-winger Steve Meades 
certainly caught the eye, 
but Watkiss made sure that 
he was not overplayed. 

Jn defence both Keith 
Schuman and Warren 
Woods showed a remark- 
able degree of maturity. 

Jim Basterfield, formerly 
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with St. George, was Suth- 
erland’s best all-rounder, 
and he finally plugged a 
gap in the rearguard to 
good effect after coming 
back from the forward 
line. 

The team’s performance 
could not have been so 
good but for the work of 
the hard core members, 
John McDonald, Ron Cor- 
ry, John Lavin, Jim Herron, 
and of course John Watkiss. 

McDonald’s skill proved 
invaluable once again. In 
fact, he was better than ever 
towards the end of the 
season, 

Lavin and Herron each 
scored seven goals, but 
Lavin’s came more regular- 
ly throughout the year. 

Former World Cup goal- 
keeper Corry remained the 
best kicker of the ball seen 
all year, and this feature of 
his play kept Sutherland’s 
opponents under fire con- 
tinually. 

Sutherland had a con- 
vincing Ampol Cup run, 
heading Group A and re- 
maining unbeaten in the 
preliminaries. 

They struck Yugal in the 
semifinals before a big 
Marks Field crowd, in what 
was one of Yugal’s few 
strong exhibitions for the 
year. 

Sutherland hit the lead, 
were pulled back to 2-2, 
and finally notched a well 
deserved 4-2 - win. 

This standard of play did 
not continue into the final, 
which went 1-0 to newly- 
promoted Avala in a below 
par encounter. 

When the season proper 
opened, it was clear that 
the Sutherland players had 
enough skills to make the 
openings, but their scoring 
touch only increased as the 
year progressed. 

They were well and truly 
punished when Auburn de- 
feated them 3-0 in the first 
round, and later succumbed 
1-0 to Bankstown to push 
them down to seventh place 
after six rounds. 

Soon the lull was over 
and Sutherland occupied 
third place and ultimately 
finished fourth, 

Their biggest win was 


when they slammed up an 
8-1 win over hapless Yugal 
on August 7. 

They continued on with 
a 5-1 lacing of Bankstown 
followed by 4-1 over Hellas 
—_17 goals in 3 games, 

Finally Granville held 
them to 1-1, and they fin- 
ished the premiership credit- 
ably by drawing with big 
guns Croatia and APIA, 

Sutherland this year had 
the best of the youngsters 
of all the State League 
clubs, and they have many. 
prospects on the way 
through. 

John Lavin as third grade 
coach had plenty to do in 
developing the third team 
players so successfully to a 
grand final win. — K.G, 


| ablished club records 


| Kuringai’s youth 
policy pays off 


— By CHARLES SPITERI -— 


finishing fourth on the 


Ku-ring-gai’s youth policy' over the last three 
years has certainly paid dividends with the side 


competition table in its 


initial year in second division. 


In addition the team 
made the final of the com- 
petition going down to 
Revesby Workers 3-1 at 
Guildford Park in a hard 
fought match. 

It’s ironical . that the 
team which took two points 
off the champions Melita 
Eagles, and the only team 
to beat Toongabbie twice 
this season failed to take a 
point off Revesby. 

The club has one of the 
best records in fostering 
the local talent, probably 
through its close affiliation 
with the Ku-ring-gai Junior 
Soccer Association from 
where the talent is drawn. 

This is quite evident in 
the lower grades — the 
third grade winning the 
premiership with the re- 
serves finishing second. 

Both these teams failed 
in the semifinals and finals. 

Nevertheless, all-round 
the club had one of its best 
seasons ever. 


In the last four years in 
third division, Ku-ring-gai 
seemed to end up always a 
bridesmaid and never a 
bride including twa play- 
offs for promotion, 

Ku-ring-gai started their 
comeback into second div- 
ision rather erratically drop- 
ping silly points against 
weaker teams. 

However, as they settled 
down, they turned on top 
performances against the 
stronger teams in the divis- 
ion, drawing twice with 
Melita. Eagles and beating 
Toongabbie — easily the 
best teams in the competi- 
tion. 

The team scored the 
largest victory of the com- 
petition this season when 


they beat North Sydney- 
Inter 10-1. 
Two of their players est- 


by 
scoring five goals in one 
match — Albert Kinsey in 
first grade and Munns in 
the thirds. 


With a limited budget, 
playing coach Frank Malone 
certainly extracted the max- 
imum from this young, in- 
experienced side, where the 
players were always eager 
to learn. 

Malone’s vast experience 
rubbed off on the young 
players who improved with 
every game they played. 

Players who showed great 
improvements with consis- 
tent: performances included 
defender Robbie Turner, 
midfielder David Hammond 
and goalkeeper Greg Mc- 
Cann, 

The latter, who won the 
club's “Player of the year” 
last season, met with an 
unfortimate accident in the 
second last game of the 
competition when he broke 
a leg soon after the interval 
in the match against Glades- 
ville-Hornsby. 

McCann had a tremen- 
dous season pulling off some 
great saves which kept his 
side with a chance of sal- 
vaging something when 
they got behind. 

His deputy Alan Gilkes 
held the fort rather well in 
the last few games, 

Three regular team mem- 
bers Peter Hill, Alan Rob- 
ertson and Mick Martin 
have been selected this year 
in the NSW CHS _ team 
which played in Adelaide 
recently. 

The more experienced 
players in the side like . 
Laurie Waters, Keith Bird- 
sell and Peter Vousden also 
capped a great season. 

But none was so accom- 
plished as their striker 
Albert Kinsey who. was the. 
most feared and dangerous 
striker in the division. 

He and Graham Firrel! 
— who missed the last four 
games because he had to 
go overseas --- were deadly 
accurate with their shooting 
snapping up most of the 
side’s 47 goals during the 
season. 


Marrickville forged ahead 


— By CHARLES SPITERI — 


Two years of top class coaching by Englishman Len MeKendry has 
helped Marrickville Soccer Club to make big strides with improved 
performances this season. ; 


McKendry has infused 
that touch of professional- 
ism into a team which is 
totally based on local 
content and any “foreign- 
ers” in the team just hap- 
pened to drop in for a 
social game. 

Despite the club’s am- 
ateur status where the play- 
ers get next to nothing for 
their efforts, the team gave 
the “professionals” a good 
tun for their money. 

It finished fifth on the 
competition table winning 
eight games, drawing seven 
and losing the other seven. 
It scored 40 goals and 
conceded 33, which is an 
enormous improvement on 
last season. 

The best performances of 
the team were against the 
top teams such as_ their 
draw with Melita Eagles, 
losing to Toongabbie by the 
odd goal and beating Rev- 
esby 5-1. 

McKendry spent a lot of 
time in individual tuition of 
his players, in addition to 
perfecting collective moves 
at training which produced 


the desired results. 

His best success _ story 
this season was the blend- 
ing into the side of tall 
“newcomer” Greg Toland 
who came to Marrickville 
from Warringah Saints. 

The prolific scoring To- 
land. was an “instant suc- 
cess” with his deadly ac- 
curate shooting which en- 
abled him to score 18 goals, 
nearly half of the team’s 
total for the year. 

McKendry used this tal- 
ented striker to play to .a 
pattern which certainly paid 
dividends in every game. 
He borrowed these tactical 
plans from his experience 
with English clubs Chelsea, 
Fulham and Millwall. 

The speedy and elusive 
Gordon Mackin again had 
a tremendous season even 
though he could only score 
seven goals. 

Another budding striker 
who will be making a big 
impression next season is 
Billy Koliopoulos, who 
scored two goals in each of 
the three games he appeared 
towards the end. 


But perhaps the mainstay 
of the team was in the de- 
fence which was pretty 
solid throughout. 

Led by skipper Andy 
Pondekas, it was quite a 
task trying to penetrate this 
backline, particularly at the 
club’s home ground at 
Mackey Park. 

Pondekas received plenty 
of support from young 17- 
year-old fullback Nick 
Vaunosea and stopper John 
Muniford, In _ midfield 
George Giorgio, Tony Jor- 


dan and Guy Nanariello 
also had a satisfactory 
season. 


Young Mark Eykelcamp 
also had a, good year on the 
wing when in attack and 
also in defence. 

Phil Looney in goal did 
a good job considering he 
had to replace Harry Pon- 
dekas who was outstanding 
the year before. 

The ciub hopes to retain 
the services of McKendry 
as several youngsters in the 
lower ranks have already 
been earmarked to be up- 
graded next season, — 


